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As if 30,000 lights on my house wasn’t bright enough, an extra 15,000 lights
attached to VW vans turned up. Most of you have probably already seen them,
but these guys have been out pounding the streets raising money for another
amazing cause. - Dave Stone - To donate to Dave’s Charity contact https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/davids-lights-2021?
utm_source=whatsapp&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=davids-lights-2021&utm_campaign=pfpwhatsapp&utm_term=09faac04992a4929aa988d4e60b7687f&fbclid=IwAR3brQm_DE45ug2S-Ilw_Dxl0TMefwKhTHLirfBvvCK2Wq-sfV0NO6fL_4.
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
13th Abigail Smith
14th Rebecca Brain
Ella Hibbs
15th James Hayzen
18th Mike Callow
30th Mike Smith

Our flag was flown in December
20th December at half-mast to mark
the passing on the 15th of Tony
Kemery of Duck Lane, aged 87. Our
deepest sympathy goes to his family.
Our Flag was flown on the
25th to celebrate Christmas Day
Thanks to Chris Taylor
Church Floodlighting

Christingle in Kenn 2021
A Big Thankyou goes to everyone who
contributed to the Children's Society
Christingle Service collection, and
throughout December.
Sadly, the Crib Service was cancelled
due to the Omicron variant.
It's a service with no formal collection
but many people make a donation to the
Society, which cares for children and
vulnerable teenagers.
I will be sending in the money in mid
January, so if anyone still wants to
contribute please contact me.
It's never too late to donate!
Thankyou.
Julia Bush 01275 873554

Our Church was floodlit for our Carol
Singing on the Village Green on the 10th
and over the Christmas period and for the
New Year
Thanks go to David Pugh
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CHRISTMAS TREE ILLUMINATION.
About 50 citizens of Kenn gathered on 10th December
to switch on the lights enhancing the village Christmas
tree. This annual ceremony has been the official start
of the Seasonal festivities for more than thirty years
(approx.) and was sorely missed in 2020.
For once the switch on went off without a hitch (thank
you Tony) to be followed by some enthusiastic singing
by everyone.

Sue Parker, Fran Binding and Colin
Bedford provided a wonderful musical
accompaniment for which many
thanks.
All the mulled wine was drunk with
gusto and many mince pies, as well as
sausage rolls, were consumed.

So thank you to Rob Treble and Kenn Parish
Council for providing the tree as well as John
Ball for hanging the lights.
Many thanks go as well to Isaac Neville for
collecting £193, which has been sent to The
Children’s Society, as well as his Mum Rachel
and Barbara Dyer for handing out drinks and
food.
It was a great “gathering” and we hope to do it all again next year!
HAPPY NEW YEAR - Robin and Marianna
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Kenn Village Hall,
It has been a difficult year/18months for us all and not least keeping the village hall
going.
It is simply down to all the volunteer villagers that it continues to be a great resource
for our village.
This coming year we want to try and make the hall operate in a greener environment,
we have upgraded the heaters during the last year, replaced all the light bulbs with
L.E.D. and introduced recycling bins in the kitchen and replaced the standard toilet
rolls with a new product made of "bamboo". We will introduce ‘greener’ cleaning
materials as the existing products need replacing.
We wish you all a Happy and safe New Year.
Nigel and Lyn Burnett

LUNCH AT KENN VILLAGE HALL.
Sadly, these are covid times. The virus remains unpredictable.
I am now so glad I did not do the lunches in November and
December 2021. The new variant was lurking around.
With positive thinking here are the lunch dates for 2022. We had two fabulous
lunches in September and October. It will happen again. Let’s stay safe and well
for now. Caroline.

Lunch dates for 2022.
Monday January 3rd.

No Lunch. New year. Bank Holiday.

Monday February 7th
Monday March 7th
Monday April 4th
Monday May 2nd
Monday June 6th
Monday July 4th
Monday August 1st
Monday Sept 5th
Monday Oct 3rd
Monday Nov 7th
Monday Dec 5th

Lunch
Lunch
Lunch.
Lunch. Bank holiday. Lunch will go ahead
No lunch. Queen’s Platinum weekend.
Lunch
Lunch. Bank holiday. Lunch will go ahead
Lunch
Lunch
Lunch
Lunch
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A Big Thankyou to everyone who
has supported the Blay Family in
Ghana in 2021.
Michael Blay, who is in his middle
30’s, continues to raise his late
brother Denis's three children, as
well as supporting his sister-in-law
and raising his own family.
Although trained as an engineer,
there is not enough work in that field
to employ him.
His main job is as a painter/
decorator, the work coming from
families having weddings or funerals,
'though this is also now less
plentiful.
He has now set up a small flock of
laying poultry, building the set up
himself.
Blay supporters have agreed to pay
Denis's children's school fees.
Despite the Covid threat and all the
other challenges that life in Africa
brings, Michael is always optimistic
about his family and shows great
concern for the people of Kenn.
Thankyou to everyone who has
supported him through buying cakes
at the Village Market and making
donations.

I shall be sending the spring term
fees in early January, if you would
like to make a donation, please
contact me.
Julia Bush 01275 873554

Season’s Greetings from Ghana
Hello Mummy,
Am glad to hear from you and
knowing how everyone is doing.
It's not been easy here to as the weather
is cold now and everyone is being very
careful with the coronavirus issue.
People wear their mask now and much
gathering is not being avoid at this time
but you can still go on your daily routine.
Now prices of everything is higher due to
the high taxes and fuel price but we are
still managing. The fowls, pullets, have
started laying eggs, hopefully the size
will increase soon.
We all are being very careful as you all
are. By the Grace of God the children
are all blessed and their ages are from
Thirteen to Six years old. Christiana
is thirteen years old, Kwame is
Eleven years old and Reuben is Six
years.
Stay Blessed, Michael Blay.
NB Michael Blay's children are also
called Christiana and Emmanuel
(Kwame), after their grandparents, as is
the custom in Ghana.
It must make things confusing in the Blay
household!
Julia
Belated Happy
Christmas
to all our friends in
Kenn and our very best wishes for
a peaceful, healthy and happy
New Year Sotiris and Wendy
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Useful Numbers:

Village Hall Booking:
Lyn & Nigel Burnett 01275 870189
kvhallbooking@gmail.com

Village Flag Flying:
Marianna or Robin 340323
Chris Taylor
872781

The Team of Yatton Moor

Altar Guild Secretary:
Marianna Mackay 340323

Parish Office 01934 832184
office@yattonchurches.org

Church Floodlighting:
David Pugh 874278

St John the Evangelist :
Priest in charge
Revd Fran Binding 01934 830120

News & Views:
Margaret Ball 01275 874077
Email: Margaret.john@btinternet.com
Chaseside, Kenn Street, Kenn

Churchwardens:
Julia Bush 01275 873554
John Ball 874077 - 078 1667 1304

North Somerset Times
Don’t forget that copies
of this local newspaper
are freely available in
the Church Porch from
Wednesdays

Saturday 12th
February

JANUARY WASTE COLLECTION – Mondays

Recycling and food-waste 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st
Dustbin
10th and 24th
No Green Waste Collection in January

Quarterly Specialist Sale

Antiques, Interiors, Collectables & Jewellery Sales
Thursday 6th January

Thursday 10th March 10.30am

Thursday 27th January
10.30am

Catalogues can be viewed at
www.clevedon-salerooms.com
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Village Market
Thank you to all who came along and supported
the Christmas market and of course to our stall
holders who filled the village hall with so many
tempting products.
The village hall was beautifully decorated.
As promised, we held a tombola which proved
very popular, thank you for the donated gifts,
Andre was delighted to be able to give £120 to
Crisis at Christmas.
The coffees and teas along with mince pies and
Christmas cake raised £100 for our local
Foodbank. Thanks to your generosity Kenn
market has made a difference to many people
over the Christmas season.

We wish our many customers, helpers and stall
holders a healthy and happy New Year and look
forward to 2022.

Please note that the next market is

Saturday 12th February - 10am to 12pm
If you would like to raise money for a favourite
charity by running the refreshments or would like
a table for the February Market please get in
touch.
Maggie 876277 or Lyn 870189
November Coffee Morning
Celia Andrews writes that it is a pity that the Christian Aid Gift
Cards did not appear in time for Christmas but hoped this was because the
organisation was inundated, with donations. When received they will be displayed.
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THE GOOD OLD DAYS ! ?
Life is good! In fact in many ways it is better than ever!
What about Poverty you may ask?
Consider the facts: Since 1990 world population had increased by 1.6 Billion but in
the same period poverty has decreased from 1.9 Billion to 698 Million! A staggering
improvement and surely very good news indeed!
What about food supplies?
I admit to a bit of guesswork here, but I would not be surprised if more food is
wasted in 2021 than was consumed in say 1940, when I was young, in Great Britain
only!
Imagine life without a Supermarket I.e. prior to 1976!
Imagine life with food and clothing rationed as between 1940 and 1955? Then think
of the choice today!
I admit to being fussy but I would not be surprised if 95% of available items in
Tesco’s today have never passed my lips! We are absolutely spoilt for choice....a bit
different than in China between 1958-1962 when over 32 MILLION people died of
starvation.
What about health?
A very pertinent question at the current time & yes Covid 19 is nasty! So add it to
the list below and then put them in order of seriousness. It won’t be very high on my
list as, in my opinion, it would come after the following: Poliomyelitis, Tuberculosis,
Measles, Mumps, Influenza, Scarlet Fever, Pneumonia, Diphtheria & Chickenpox.
All of which were rife in the 1940’s & 50’s.
A bigger worry for me is the increase in mental health problems. Many of which are
due to MEDIA INDUCED ANXIETY caused by the negativity spread by all sections
of media.
So, please don’t let Gloomy Greta & her cronies! negativity ruin your children’s and
grandchildren’s futures or their mental health.
There are already positive answers to climate change and mankind has the ability
to deal with this admittedly serious problem without banning the worldwide use of
fossil fuels which would be unfair to developing nations and lead to a serious
increase in poverty ...... so, back to the beginning !

So remember the past but don’t dwell on it - it cannot be changed; look forward;
the present is better than the past
and the future will be better than the present!
Be positive, be responsible, be respectful & be happy.
Life is the greatest gift anyone can have......enjoy it!
John Croxton
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BIRD NEWS
The long running survey on Kenn Moor turned up a Great Black
Backed Gull, this species is unusual locally, away from the estuary.
Several Little Egrets were seen and a Kestrel patrolling the disturbed
ground from the Hinkley Connect works.
It was good to see a flock of 50 Goldfinches in Littlewood and there
were a few Siskins with them.
Fieldfares and Redwings are around in reasonable numbers but they
seem pretty mobile presumably moving regularly to new feeding sites.
There were 80 Redwings along the Strawberry Line then none the
following day.
The Line and Congresbury Moor had three calling Water Rails and for
the first time for a few years Siskins. Two Goosanders were on the
River Yeo by Boxing Day with Little Grebe and Grey Wagtail.

A 100 Lapwings were resting on a large ploughed field in the
Wemberham area.
At the estuary Grey Plover numbers rose to 25 with a similar number
of Turnstones.
We could only find 120 Dunlin, a low count for December but there
were lots of Redshanks roosting at the Kenn and Yeo estuaries.

Trevor Riddle (01934 835208)
Date for your diary.
On Sunday 5th June 2022 we will be
celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
Planning is in the early stages.
There will be food, bar, singing.
Keep the date in your diary. More details early next year.
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KENN W.I
At the December meeting of Kenn W.I. we were delighted
to welcome our friend Reginald King who came to talk to
us about Keeping Warm in Bed’.
We were reminded how cruel the winters were in 1947
and 1962 and are so glad that we at least have many
more modern appliances than were available then.
Our hearts go out to all those people who were without electrical power for so long
after the recent storm.

Christmas cards were exchanged and donations made to the Bristol Mission to
Seafarers. We almost have enough money to buy a piece of equipment that can be
taken onto ships so that the crew can get in touch with their families.
Sometimes seafarers are away for such a long time that they lose touch with their
children and miss so much of their growing up.
Santa also visited with his sack.
Earlier in December members, their visitors from other Institutes and their friends met
at St. John’s Church in Clevedon for a Carol Service. It was a lovely occasion in a
beautiful Church and we were very privileged to be invited to have cups of tea and
mince pies in the Vicarage afterwards.
At the January meeting we shall discuss the Resolutions for the National AGM and
choose the one we would like to propose should go forward.
There are five resolutions to choose from and each one will be proposed by a different
member and we hope they will stimulate much discussion.
Resolution 1 is about sportswear for girls and proposes that girls’ sportswear should
be designed to take account of a girl’s changing shape and size and that they should
not be fobbed of with inferior design.
Resolution 2 deals with the sentencing on non-violent women offenders and contends
that prison sentencing is not always appropriate.
Resolution 3 is about equality in law for menopausal women and discrimination in the
workplace.
Resolution 4 contends that women and girls suffering with autism and hyperactivity
are being under-identified, under-diagnosed, misdiagnosed and under-supported.
Resolution 5 tackles digital exclusion. There is plenty there to get everyone talking.
Everyone is reminded that in the months of January, February and March meetings
will begin at 2.00 p.m. and end at 4.00 p.m. so that members can be on their way
home before it gets too dark.
We wish everyone a Very Happy Christmas and New Year.
Ann Holtham
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January Yellow Tea Pot
Monday 10th January 2.30 - 4.30pm
I was very sorry to cancel the December Yellow Teapot due to
the arrival of the Omicron variant of Covid 19. This may well be
the way of things to come in the next few months. ;
However, provisionally , we will meet in KVH at 2.30 -4.30pm on
Monday 10th January, with Social Distancing and ventilation
measures in place.
I will decide whether to go ahead on Friday 7th January.
If the meeting is cancelled I will put up posters indicating this and contact as many regulars
as possible. Let's hope we can meet for drinks, cake and a catch up.

Thankyou from Smiletrain
A Big Thankyou to everyone who has bought masks in aid of Smiletrain, a charity that
repairs 'cleft' in children in the developing world.
We now have enough money to pay for a FOURTH surgery.
How cool that by covering up our smiles, we are making a new one for someone else.
There is a selection of masks available in Kenn Church, which is open everyday.
Julia Bush
Neighbourhood Watch
The Avon and Somerset Police website has a facility for you
to enter your address to get the latest news for our area.
The following is taken from this source today (28th December)
related to break-ins including one in Kenn Street:
We’re asking people to report any suspicious activity they encounter following a number of
burglaries last week in Kenn and Yatton.
Properties in Kenn Street, Wemberham Lane and Horsecastle Close were broken into on
13-14 December. At this time, we’re treating the four incidents as potentially linked.
CCTV and house-to-house enquiries are ongoing. - Items stolen include jewellery and cash.
PCSO Gary Knox said: “The local neighbourhood team is aware of these burglaries and we will have
officers patrolling the streets to provide reassurance and to identify any potential suspects.
“We’d like to take the opportunity though to remind people to do what they can to make sure their
property is secured. That includes ensuring outbuildings remain locked, no doors or windows are left
unlocked overnight or when the property is empty and that people consider having a burglar alarm
installed.”
Anyone with information about the burglaries should call 101 and give reference number
5221292535
ps. There is a link from the Avon and Somerset Police website to a very comprehensive
guide to scams (….or it pops up when googling…)
”The Little Book of Big Scams”…might be worth downloading.
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Thank you to our farming correspondent for his observations, data, and encouragement to live in
sustainable ways. His article tells us of a small reduction in the number of cattle in the UK over
the last 70 years and concludes with a challenge to “prove that cattle are the game changing
contributor to global warming!”
While it is true that agriculture is the biggest source of methane in the atmosphere, rice production
produces more methane than ruminants, and huge amounts of methane also escape from fossil
fuel extraction and from landfill. So decreasing the methane from cattle would have an impact,
but it would not be game-changing. If you want to read a good comprehensive paper on the
“Climate Science of Methane” then google this, and pick the article from Oxford Uni (eci.ox.ac.uk.)
Globally, however, the production and consumption of meat is surely a problem. The problem is
simple – animal rearing depends fundamentally on the inefficient conversion of plant to animal
nutrients. Around the planet there are 8 billion people with a diet that increasingly favours meat!
Feeding so many has only been made possible by the use of chemicals, by selective breeding,
genetic engineering, and the industrialisation of farming. This has also led to soil depletion and
the clearance of large areas of rain forest, often to grow animal feed.
Look at how the taste for meat is growing in Brazil. Look at the growth rate in China which is
significantly met from pigs. Africa looks to be less of a problem until you recognise that there has
been a big increase in numbers of goats and sheep to match the growing population. India’s
population is increasing rapidly, but cultural factors are holding back any increase in average meat
consumption for now. This appetite for meat is clearly driving the unsustainable use of land to
grow animal feed like soya and maize, whereas if we were to rely on meat from sustainable
grazing it would be in scarcer supply and more expensive. In our family we eat less meat than we
used to, partly because one of us has decided he won’t eat “anything that had a face!”
But
another reason is that we like the vegetarian meals we are discovering. We also make the choice
not to buy the cheapest chickens or Danish pork because we don’t like the way these animals are
reared. We recognise that we are lucky we can make these choices.
Now ---a little departure into history. The use of fertilisers to improve crop yields has a very long
past. The wealth of Tyntesfield was made before manufactured fertilisers were available. William
Gibbs made today’s equivalent of £8 million a year importing guano.
“Mr Gibbs made his dibs………From the turds of little birds”
Fritz Haber** was a brilliant German chemist. By the end of the First World War he had developed
a process to manufacture ammonia. The world now had access to synthesised fertiliser.
The population of the world at that time was under 2 billion.
It has been estimated that half of the 8 billion population of the world is now supported by
artificial fertiliser production. Modelling suggests the population may peak at 11-12 billion
in about 50 years time.
But let’s return to Kenn, and to now. The UK is not self-sufficient in any kind of meat production,
with the possible exception of chickens. We live in communities of consumers rather than
producers of food, and Kenn is no exception. Kenn Moor has been used for some arable farming
until quite recently. It also supported a lot more milking herds. It seems evident to me that the
advice of our farming correspondent to eat local produce is sound. But I would like to point out the
obvious fact that, currently, local produce could only sustain a tiny fraction of the local population.
I would also like to offer an open question of my own!
Locally, the land seems mainly to be used by grazing beef cattle and sheep, which are often
moved around the country putting on weight. Can someone tell me if this is the best way to use
this land? What would need to happen to develop land use in the UK to be more productive, and
to give us food security into the future? Alternatively, should farmers diversify to turn the countryside into leisure venues and sanctuaries for wildlife, while we continue to import most of our food?
**Tragically Haber was also a fervent nationalist. He was responsible for the production and
deployment of chlorine gas as a weapon of war. After his involvement at Ypres his wife, who was
a pacifist, shot and killed herself with his revolver. Haber’s team also developed pesticides
including Zyclon-A. Modified, this became Zyclon-B , the cyanide based poison used for mass
murder in the Holocaust.
Colin Bedford
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Our Monthly Missive from The Limes
A question for you to start 2022. What is the significance of the number 401?
Answer will be in this article somewhere (if I remember) and also somewhere else.
I read recently that scientists had identified 87 different emotions. Apparently at one time they thought there
were around 140 but have now decided the figure is smaller. I am just amazed there are that many different
words to describe them.
I’m not sure how many emotions you have experienced in reading these articles but it’s probably nowhere
near that number. Some have made you laugh and I know some have made people cry.
I might have provoked other emotions which it might be best to skip over.
The other day some friends came round and decided they would read one of my articles aloud.
Oh dear! It was a somewhat humbling experience. At one point a reader collapsed into hysterical laughter
and wiping her eyes, gasped “You can’t write that! How many glasses of wine did you have beforehand?”
“None” I replied, “and that bit was not meant to be funny”.
Recently a friend told me I had quirky humour, which might explain reactions like the one above. Later I said
to my friend’s husband, “Your wife said my humour is quirky!”
“Yes,” he replied. “It is. Does that upset you?”
“I don’t know. I will have to think about it.”
I’m still not sure, but it is true sometimes things come out not quite what they should be.
Last weekend I was comparing ages with someone. A lady standing by us said, “I can beat that.”
Without thinking, (sadly often my normal state of affairs) I immediately blurted out: “Which way?”.
Fortunately she meant she was older, hence the fact I have survived to tell the tale as she was a lot bigger
than me.
There are certain times of the year when one can pause for thought, taking time away from the regular daily
toil or frenetic activity of the rest of the year. The time around Christmas is one of those. Summer holidays
can be another. Today is a bit like that. I am writing this just before Christmas. I have nothing in the diary so
I thought I’d work on this.
Sadly for some the taking stock results in actions that should never happen.
Suicides and divorce decisions are at their highest after Christmas, as people realise there is a considerable
mismatch between their reality and their expectations and that life has not turned out and will not turn out as
they desire.
Shakespeare put it this way:
“Life's but a walking shadow, a poor player,
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage,
And then is heard no more. It is a tale
Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,
Signifying nothing.” (Macbeth)
In other words it is all a bit pointless.
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Macbeth is a tragedy and hardly an example of how to live but the sentiments expressed by Macbeth
probably resonate at times.
This morning I did a quick count of friends who have died. In 2021 seven friends or relatives died. One of
old age, five of cancer and one of sepsis. I have another four who all have terminal cancer and will be dead
by Easter. Another one died while I was writing this article. I have another 14 who died primarily of cancer in
the last few years. None have died of Covid. Most have died before their time.
All very depressing and I’m sure you can all do your own counts. Perhaps Macbeth did have a point.
So where are we going and what are we doing with our lives, whether they are short or long? The Christian
view (to which I subscribe) is that God has made each one of us and has a purpose for us. However until
He returns and sorts it out we live in a mixed up world where bad things do happen. We have free will and
many of us just feel life is a random mixture of events and we muddle through as best we can and (dare I
say it) don’t bother to seek God’s guidance.
After Heather died I had to keep busy. It was the only way to survive. One of the things I did, after
prompting from some good friends, was to take up a musical instrument. I had played an instrument at
school but as my parents could not afford lessons it did not progress very far and when I left home there
were no opportunities to carry on and then life took over. Having now played for 4 years, I now play in a
training band in Pill and in an orchestra and am working on the higher music grades.
My biggest regret is that I did not start sooner. When I meet people who have been playing for 30 years I
think, “Wow, if I had started then I would be really good by now!”
You will be reading this in January 2022, a time when people talk about New Year resolutions, which are
often good ideas that last until the end of January. I have heard of gyms that get in extra equipment in
January and then return it in February when the enthusiasm of new members has dwindled.
So going back to Macbeth……
Let’s not be like him. Let’s make our lives a bit more purposeful! If you are into New Year Resolutions then
make ones you can keep and where you will look back and be proud of what you achieved and how far you
have come. If there is something you’d like to do and keep putting off just get on with it!
There will be a satisfaction later in looking back at what you have done. I can look back at my music and
appreciate what I have done in 4 years and it can then give me some motivation for carrying on. If I hadn’t
started and begun now I would have 4 years to make up. Time does not stand still so if there is anything
you want to do, get on with it and get it under your belt, so to speak.
The other aspect of course is that you have to “enjoy the journey”. Motivation is a huge subject in itself but
if the journey is a little hard or not as enjoyable as you would like, see what you can do to improve it. If all
else fails keep looking at what you want to achieve and why you started, how far you have already come
and keep the target in mind.
At an American company for whom I worked we had quarterly objectives. In addition to the work ones, we
were encouraged to add a personal one as well. These would be nothing to do with the company and could
be anything. It was an interesting approach and was helpful.
Anyway, homily over. Back to the puzzle at the beginning. Have you worked it out?
Every KN&V has an issue number. Look at the cover page. Assuming an issue every month – and I have
no idea if that is the case – then KN&V has been running for 33 years and 5 months if I have done my sums
right. That is amazing and congratulations must be due to all who have helped over the years. Perhaps we
could have an article on its early days sometime?
Finally my heartfelt thanks to all who have sent me Christmas cards. As folk will realise, I haven’t really got
my act together but I have been deeply touched by every card that has come. Thank you.
Stephen
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