
SUNDAY 7th December 2025 
Second Sunday of Advent 
 
COLLECT  
Almighty God, 
purify our hearts and minds,  
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes 
again as judge and saviour 
we may be ready to receive him, 
who is our Lord and our God. 
Amen. 
 
or 
 
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power 
and come among us, 
and with great might succour us; 
that whereas, through our sins and 
wickedness  
we are grievously hindered 
in running the race that is set before us, 
your bountiful grace and mercy 
may speedily help and deliver us; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honour and glory, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
PSALM 80 
 
1 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you 
who lead Joseph like a flock! You who 
are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine 
forth 
2 before Ephraim and Benjamin and 
Manasseh. Stir up your might, and come 
to save us! 
3 Restore us, O God; let your face shine, 
that we may be saved. 
4 O Lord God of hosts, how long will you 
be angry with your people’s prayers? 
5 You have fed them with the bread of 
tears, and given them tears to drink in 
full measure. 
 

6 You make us the scorn of our 
neighbours; our enemies laugh among 
themselves. 
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; let your 
face shine, that we may be saved. 
8 You brought a vine out of Egypt; you 
drove out the nations and planted it. 
9 You cleared the ground for it; it took 
deep root and filled the land. 
10 The mountains were covered with its 
shade, the mighty cedars with its 
branches; 
11 it sent out its branches to the sea, 
and its shoots to the River. 
12 Why then have you broken down its 
walls, so that all who pass along the way 
pluck its fruit? 
13 The boar from the forest ravages it, 
and all that move in the field feed on it. 
14 Turn again, O God of hosts; look 
down from heaven, and see; have regard 
for this vine, 
15 the stock that your right hand 
planted. 
16 They have burned it with fire, they 
have cut it down; may they perish at the 
rebuke of your countenance. 
17 But let your hand be upon the one at 
your right hand, the one whom you 
made strong for yourself. 
18 Then we will never turn back from 
you; give us life, and we will call on your 
name. 
19 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let 
your face shine, that we may be saved.



GOSPEL: Luke1: 5-20 
The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold: 
 
In the days of King Herod of Judea, there 
was a priest named Zechariah, who 
belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. 
His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and 
her name was Elizabeth. Both of them 
were righteous before God, living 
blamelessly according to all the 
commandments and regulations of the 
Lord. But they had no children, because 
Elizabeth was barren, and both were 
getting on in years. Once when he was 
serving as priest before God and his 
section was on duty, he was chosen by 
lot, according to the custom of the 
priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the 
Lord and offer incense. Now at the time 
of the incense offering, the whole 
assembly of the people was praying 
outside. 
Then there appeared to him an angel of 
the Lord, standing at the right side of the 
altar of incense. When Zechariah saw 
him, he was terrified; and fear 
overwhelmed him.  

But the angel said to him, “Do not be 
afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has 
been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear 
you a son, and you will name him John. 
You will have joy and gladness, and 
many will rejoice at his birth, for he will 
be great in the sight of the Lord. He must 
never drink wine or strong drink; even 
before his birth he will be filled with the 
Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the 
people of Israel to the Lord their God. 
With the spirit and power of Elijah he will 
go before him, to turn the hearts of 
parents to their children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the 
righteous, to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah said 
to the angel, “How will I know that this is 
so? For I am an old man, and my wife is 
getting on in years.” The angel replied, “I 
am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of 
God, and I have been sent to speak to 
you and to bring you this good news. But 
now, because you did not believe my 
words, which will be fulfilled in their 
time, you will become mute, unable to 
speak, until the day these things occur.” 
 

Christmas at St Mary’s Church 2025 
www.yattonchurches.org 

Precinct Carols  5pm  Saturday 13th December 

Yeo Valley Lions’ service featuring the Spotlight Sparklers from Yatton School 

Preparation of Christingles 2pm  Tuesday 23rd December in Chapter House 
Services held in St Mary’s  

Carol Service   6pm  Sunday 21st December  

Crib Service & Christingle 4pm  Christmas Eve  

Midnight Communion  11.30pm Christmas Eve 

Christmas Communion  10am  Christmas Day 

Other events : 

Christmas Coffee Morning 10am-12.30pm Saturday 20th December 
In the Village Hall again this year with Dave James Saxophone Band and the Draw for the 

Christmas Hamper Raffle at 12noon  

 


